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Buying List of Books for Small Libraries 


By Orilla T. Blackshear. An annotated list of 1800 bi sic 
titles for the small library. Features a separate list of 
books for young people and stars books in the children’s 
and adult’s sections of interest to young people. Comp ete 
buying information, subject headings, and_ simpli‘ied 
classification numbers are given. 8th ed. 1954. $3.75 


Patterns in Reading; An Annotated Book List 
For Young People 


By Jean Roos. Designed to satisfy the search of young 
people for “another” interesting book just like the one just 
read, it contains over 1400 titles arranged into more than 
100 patterns of reading interest. Each pattern encourages 
the exploration of favorite subjects or the discovery of 
new ones. 1954. Single copies, $2.00 each. Quantity prices 
available. 


Promotion Ideas for Public Libraries 


By Sarah L. Wallace. Scores of workable ideas on how 
to dramatize the work and the services of the library and 
stimulate public interest in them. 1953. $1.50 


Personnel Organization and Procedure; A Manual 
Suggested for Use in Public Libraries 


Guides to personnel procedures for trustees, administra- 
tors, and staff members. Covers position classification, 
salary schedules, appointments, tenure, service ratings, 
promotions, terminations, welfare and staff relationship. 

1952. $1.00 


Buildings for Small Public Libraries 


By Ernest I. Miller. Pictures, floor plans, and comment 
on 14 small public library buildings. Excellent proof of 
the potentialities of old buildings as well as a quick review 
of modern design, arrangement, and furnishings. 

1950. $1.25 


Periodicals for Small and Medium-Sized Libraries 


Some 400 magazines are described and evaluated. Re-listed 
under 84 subject headings to show the fields they cover. 
Special lists for young people, children, business, and 
scientific fields. The use of periodicals is discussed in the 
introduction. 8th ed. 1948. $1.75 


Simple Library Cataloging 


By Susan G. Akers. A completely revised and expanded 
edition of the standard work in cataloging. Designed «s 
a manual for the librarian with little experience in cataloz- 
ing, it reflects the changes resulting from new editions 
of cataloging rules. Features 155 sample catalog cards 
and a chapter on cataloging audio-visual materials. Ii- 
dispensable for every library. 4th ed. 1954. Cloth, $5.00 
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™e Booklist 


volume 51, number 21 
July 1, 1955 


Tue Book.ist is published twice a 
month, September through July, 
and once only in August, by the 
American Library Association, 
50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
Subscription $6 a year; 40c a copy. 
Second-class mail privileges 
authorized at Chicago, Ill. 


The selection of books listed in 
Tue Booxtist is made with the 
help of the votes of cooperating 
librarians engaged in book selec- 
tion in various kinds of libraries 
throughout the country. Reading, 
final selection, and annotating 
of books listed are done by 
Tue Booxutst staff. 


Opinions expressed in special 
lists or articles are those of the 
contributors. Acceptance of 
advertisements does not imply 
endorsement of the items 
advertised. 


Editorial staff 


Editor 

EDNA VANEK 

Adult books 

ELOISE LIGHTFOOT 
CHARLES MORITZ 

MRS. JULIA P. PAVLOFF 
Books for young people 
BARBARA JOYCE DUREE 
Children’s books 

HELEN E, KINSEY 











Forthcoming 
books 


Since most of these entries are made from 
galley proofs, information for full imprint is 
lacking. Full imprint, classification, subject 
headings, and L.C. card number are given for 
each in the second entry in the Classified 
books or Fiction section of THE BOoKLIsT 
after the finished book is received in this 


office. 





NONFICTION 


Hano, Arnold. A day in the bleachers. 
Crowell, $2.95. August 8. 

A play-by-play account of the first game of 
the 1954 World Series as seen from the bleach- 
ers by an inveterate Giant fan. It differs from 
the usual sports reports in that it is definitely 
a fan’s-eye view with running commentary on 
the process of getting into the bleachers, the 
verbal exchanges among occupants of the 
bleachers, and reminiscences of other games 
and players as well as an intelligible report of 
the game. It is a pleasantly entertaining re- 
view with the feel of the game and the Polo 
Grounds in it. 


Ley, Willy. Salamanders and other won- 
ders. Viking, $3.95. Tentative date August 
19. 


The author of Dragons in amber (BooKLIST 
47:109, N 15 50) follows his excursions into 
romantic zoology with more bizarre tales of 
animals and plants that are either extinct, 
fossilized, or isolated and virtually unknown 
survivors. Experiments with olms and toads 
hint at fascinating discoveries in evolution 
and genetics, stories of pigmies and snow men 
provide material for speculation, a weird tale 
of a man-eating tree is traced to its much less 
startling source, tool-using animals, the dis- 
covery of the missing link between birds and 
reptiles, and other marvels are included. 


Richardson, Wyman. The house on Nauset 
Marsh. Illus. by Henry Bugbee Kane. 
Norton, $3.75. July 11. 

After his retirement from a busy medical 
practice, a Boston physician wrote these es- 
says about the wild life outside his shingled 
farmhouse on the salt marshes of Cape Cod. 
From childhood on he had known and loved 
the region, not just as one of the “summer 
people,” but as a visitor in all the seasons of 
the year. Here he records the changing moods 
of nature as he came to know it while hunting, 
fishing, or crabbing, or while sheltered in his 
farmhouse away from the storm. These essays 
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which first appeared in the Atlantic Monthly, 
will win over the reader who prefers scientific 
accuracy of observation to lyricism in nature 
writing. 


FICTION 


Ehrlich, Max. First train to Babylon. 
Harper, $3.50. September 21. 


Martha and George Radcliffe, happily married 
parents of grown children, receive a jolt from 
the past with the delivery of a blackmail letter 
addressed to George after it had been lost in 
the mail for ten years. The letter, which ac- 
cuses him of a crime for which his testimony 
helped send another man to life imprisonment, 
recalls memories and doubts in Martha’s mind 
which his explanations and their love cannot 
silence. A tense, well-constructed novel in 
which a wife risks her whole happiness for 
peace of mind. 


Wilson, Sloan. The man in the gray flannel 
suit. Simon & Schuster, $3.50. July 18. 


It would have been hard to pick out Thomas 
Rath from the thousands of other commuters 
who late in the afternoons flooded out of 
Grand Central Station on their way to the 
suburbs. He wore the standard uniform of 
gray flannel; he toted the standard briefcase. 
But beneath the groomed exterior Tom Rath 
was obsessed with the days when he wore 
olive drab instead of gray flannel, with the 17 
men he had killed in combat and the illegiti- 
mate son he had fathered in Italy. The novel- 
ist knows to perfection the worries that chip 
away at the peace of mind of the postwar 
generation, but he hits on solutions that be- 
long to the pages of the slick magazines. 


Classified 
books 


100-200 PHILOSOPHY—RELIGION 


Latourette, Kenneth Scott. Challenge and 
conformity; studies in the interaction of 
Christianity and the world of today. 1955. 
126p. Harper, paper-covered boards with 
cloth backbone, $1.75. 


The author propounds such questions as: How 





does Christianity respond to the varying en- 
vironments in which it is found? To what 
extent does it conform to them? What is their 
response to it? How far does it transform 
them? Since a full discussion is not possible 
within the limits of this small book, only the 
outstanding features of the subject are coy- 
ered, in such a way that they provide an 
introductory outline for those who wish to 
undertake a more detailed study. 

261 Christianity—20th cent. || Christianity—Infiu- 
ence 55-6737 


Oates, Wayne Edward. Religious factors 
in mental illness. 1955. 239p. Association 
Press, paper-covered boards, $3.50. 


One of the few scholars who can speak with 
authority from both the theological and psy- 
chiatric viewpoints attempts to integrate in- 
formation contributed by both sources, thus 
presenting both minister and psychiatrist with 
the means of interpreting the religious ex- 
periences of mentally ill persons. The author 
takes the position that religion can hinder or 
help, make or break, and be unhealthy as well 
as healthy; he discusses the deciding factors 
and the techniques that can be used to make 
religion a positive force for mental health. 

*253.5 258 Psychology, Pastoral || Psychology, 
Religious || Mental illness _ 55-7416 


300 SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Allen, Harry Cranbrook. Great Britain 
and the United States; a history of Anglo- 
American relations (1783-1952). 1955. 
1024p. maps. St. Martin, $10. 


A comprehensive review of relations between 
the two countries from the time of U.S. eman- 
cipation to the present. Not only diplomatic 
and economic relations but also cultural and 
emotional ties are objectively examined. Use- 
ful for students and others interested in inter- 
national relations. 

327.730942  U.S.—For. rel—Gt. Brit. || Gt. Brit— 
For. rel.—vU.S. || U.S.—Hist. 55-7753 


Cressy, Earl Herbert. Daughters of chang- 
ing Japan. 1955. 305p. Farrar, paper-cov- 
ered boards with cloth backbone, $4. 

The American co-author of Wong Su-ling’s 
Daughter of Confucius (Booxuist 49:47, O 1 
52) draws a comparable picture of woman’s 
changing status in Japan, citing five autobio- 
graphical accounts typical of the many con- 
tributed by upper middle-class girls. All of 
the young women are rebellious or at least 
faintly dissatisfied with the traditionally in- 





THE Book ist uses the Decimal classification and the subject headings on Library of Congress cards 
when these are available. Classification and subject headings assigned in THe Booxtist office are 
indicated by a dagger (+). Alternative classification is given in brackets. Classification numbers 
preceded by an asterisk (*) are assigned from the 15th edition of the Decimal classification; both 
the 14th and 15th editions are used by the Library of Congress Decimal Classification Section and by 
Tue Booktist. Librarians may wish to modify classification and subject headings to accord with their 


own collections. ° 


Parentheses ( ) around an L.C. card number indicate an open entry card; brackets [ 


card for a different edition. 


] indicate a 


A (W) at the end of an entry indicates that H. W. Wilson catalog cards are available for the title. 
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ferior position of women, but none of the five 
has yet found a way to combine intellectual 
and personal freedom with the satisfactions of 
marriage; the implication is that Japanese 
society is not yet ready to emancipate its 
women. 

396 Youth—Japan || Women in Japan 55-8464 (W) 


Dalzell, George Walton. Benefit of clergy 
in America & related matters. 1955. 299p. 
illus. John F. Blair, Publisher, 404 First 
National Bank Bldg., Winston-Salem, 
N.C., $4.50. 


An entertaining bit of antiquarian research 
into that curious legal mechanism by which 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century England 
and colonial America circumvented the overly 
rigorous laws, particularly in regard to the 
death penalty. Addressing himself to “slip- 
pered readers rather than academicians,” a 
lawyer makes a diverting survey of the origins 
and applications of benefit of clergy, and 
points to its vestigial remains in the constitu- 
tional guaranty against double jeopardy, the 
system of probation, and the distinction be- 
tween misdemeanor and felony. 
1340.3 Privilegium fori 55-6463 
Irwin, Robert Benjamin. As I saw it. 
Foreword by M. C. Migel. 1955. 205p. 
illus. American Foundation for the Blind, 
15 W. 16th St., N.Y. 11, $2.50. 

As a tribute to its late executive director, the 
American Foundation for the Blind has is- 
sued, with editorial comment, his incompleted 
history of work for the blind. The 10 chapters 
included are a systematic record of Dr. Irwin’s 
and the Foundation’s activities with regard 
to the adoption of a uniform point writing 
system, libraries, periodicals, and education 
for the blind, talking books, social security, 
and measures to facilitate the mobility and 
employability of the blind. 

371.911 Blind—U.S. || American Foundation for 
the Blind 55-2408 (W) 


Klein, Alexander, ed. Grand deception: 
the world’s most spectacular and success- 
ful hoaxes, impostures, ruses, and frauds. 
1955. 382p. Lippincott, $3.95. 

The introduction calls attention to the fact 
that deception and gullibility are deeply 
rooted in human nature, and cites instances 
as far back as the story of Eve and the serpent. 
The episodes that follow record actual hap- 
penings, improvements on reality that were 
acted out successfully. All were chosen for 
their entertainment value, excitement, the in- 
genuity of the role-playing involved, and the 
fabulousness of the characters. The Piltdown 
Man is here, along with Samuel Insull, a 
stand-in for Shakespeare, the streetcar con- 
ductor who hoaxed the Gestapo, and others. 
364 Swindlers and swindling || Impostors and 
imposture 55-6302 (W) 


Lowy, Louis. Adult education and group 
work. With a foreword by Harleigh B. 


Trecker. 1955. 224p. Whiteside and Mor- 
row, $4. 

The principles of group work are applied to 
adult education in a manual addressed to 
adult educators and social workers who 
would like to set up programs in their own 
agencies. Drawing on his experience with 
Jewish business and professional groups, the 
author shows how the group work process 
operates in liberal adult education, work with 
young adults, parent education, and work with 
older adults. In the final chapter he sum- 
marizes the principles that group work and 
adult education have in common. Up-to-date 
and flexible in its approach, this guide is re- 
freshingly free from the jargon of both social 
work and education. 


374 Education of adults || Social group work 
55-6909 (W) 


McKee, Elmore McNeill. The people act. 
Foreword by Milton S. Eisenhower. 1955. 
269p. Harper, paper-covered boards with 
cloth backbone, $3.50. 


The heartening story of how Americans in 
small and large communities have attacked 
and conquered their local problems through 
voluntary group action. The author, who de- 
veloped his concept of the voluntary task 
force while working with the American 
Friends Service Committee in war-torn Ger- 
many, has based these human interest ac- 
counts on his series of tape-recorded radio 
documentaries called “The people act.” In 
them, community volunteers told on-the-spot 
stories of their struggles for better education, 
public health, race relations, and housing. An 
encouraging book for those who, believing in 
the democratic process, would like to master 
some of its techniques. 
*321.82 Citizens’ associations—U.S.—Case studies 
55-6962 (W) 


Mayo, Henry Bertram. Democracy and 
Marxism. With a foreword by Walter 
Bedell Smith, 1955. 364p. Oxford, $5.50. 


A remarkably clear-cut, easy-to-read exposi- 
tion of the philosophies underlying Marxism 
and democracy, this analysis will be wel- 
comed by those who have struggled to under- 
stand or explain the abstruse ideas behind the 
two major political faiths of today. The author, 
a Canadian professor of political science, dis- 
cusses at length the Marxist theories and the 
official beliefs derived from them; his analysis 
of democracy is shorter, but equally careful; 
his conclusion examines the weaknesses and 
strengths of both, and their present and pos- 
sible future relations. 

335.4 Communism || Democracy 55-7539 (W) 
Mendés-France, Pierre and Ardant, Ga- 
briel. Economics and action. [Tr. from the 
French.] 1955. 222p. Columbia, $.350. 

A former premier of France reviews some 
important practical results that have come 
out of research in economics, and discusses 
the possible application of such research to 
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rational action by individuals or communities. 
This is the first volume in UNESCO’s new 
“Science and society” series, which will make 
similar studies in the various social science 
fields in an attempt to show how the resources 
of knowledge can be used to alter the course 
of history for the better. 
4330 Economic research 55-14677 
Pasley, Virginia (Schmitz). 21 stayed; the 
story of the American GI’s who chose 
Communist China: who they were and 
why they stayed. With a prefatory note 
by Carl Sandburg. 1955. 248p. illus. Farrar, 
paper-covered boards, $3.50. 


An investigation into the backgrounds of the 
21 young Americans who in January, 1954, 
decided to remain with the Chinese Com- 
munists instead of returning to the U‘S. after 
their three years in the prison camps of Korea. 
The author, a newspaper woman, traveled 
through the country to talk with the relatives, 
classmates, and friends of these soldiers, 
whose case histories repeated the motifs of 
broken homes, poverty, and ignorance. De- 
prived and underprivileged, these duped 
Americans experienced with the Chinese 
Communists a sense of group belonging they 
had never known before. The author, side- 
stepping emotionalism, allows the reader to 
make his own conclusions. 

4335.4 [951.9] Korean War, 1950-1953—Prisoners 
and prisons 55-8757 (W) 


500-600 NATURAL SCIENCE 
—USEFUL ARTS 


Prezzolini, Giuseppe. A history of spag- 
hetti eating and cooking for: spaghetti 
dinner. 1955. 148p. illus. Abelard-Schu- 
man, $3. 

An introduction occupying nearly half the 
book discourses entertainingly about the his- 
tory of a popular food and odd facts connected 
with it. The cooking instructions that follow 
include general directions for cooking spag- 
hetti and sauces, traditional Italian recipes, 
curiosities from old cookbooks, White House 
recipes past and present, and a cosmopolitan 
collection of recipes from European, Oriental, 
and other sources. 
641.631 Macaroni 55-6407 
Richardson, Wyman. The house on Nauset 
Marsh. Illus. by Henry Bugbee Kane. 
1955. 223p. illus. Norton, $3.75. 

See note on p.441. 


591.5 Natural history—Outdoor books 
55-14552 (W) 


Rockwell, Frederick Frye and Grayson, 
Esther C. The complete book of annuals. 
Drawings by Katharine Burton. 1955. 
315p. illus. Doubleday, $5.95. 

Text and photographs are closely related in 
this guide to the cultivation of over 500 species 
and varieties of annuals, the sometimes neg- 
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lected plebeians of the garden that appear for 
only one season. The authors have tried to 
show the prospective gardener how to widen 
the range of varieties of annuals, by introduc- 
ing some kinds that are not too well known. A 
long catalog of annuals from A to Z is in- 
cluded; U.S. frost maps on the end papers. 

635.931 Annuals (Plants) 55-6812 (W) 


Smith, Margaret Ruth. The complete book 
of home preserving, by Ann Seranne 
[pseud.]. 1955. 384p. illus. Doubleday, $5. 


A comprehensive manual that covers both the 
oldest and the newest methods of food pres- 
ervation. Beginning with a discussion of the 
reasons why foods spoil, the author describes 
the latest scientific methods of home canning, 
the making of preserves, jams, jellies, and 
other fruit products, pickling and brining, 
smoking and curing, drying, and freezing. 
Includes a wide variety of practical recipes. 

641.48 Canning and preserving 54-7671 (W) 


Tracy, Marian (Coward). The peasant 
cookbook. With illus. by Marguerite Bur- 
gess. 1955. 224p. illus. Hanover, $3.50. 


An engaging specialty cookbook for the host- 
ess or homemaker who wants something a 
little different. Recipes for the hearty dishes 
favored by peasants or laboring classes have 
been collected from all corners of the globe; 
in the hands of American cooks who have the 
time and inclination for the traditional or 
substitute processes these recipes become ex- 
otic fare for the adventurous eater. With each 
recipe the author suggests suitable dishes to 
complete the menu. 


641.59 Cookery, International 55-7026 


700 FINE ARTS 


The Baseball almanac, 1955. Ed. by Hy 
Turkin. 1955. 293p. illus. Barnes, paper- 
covered boards, $3. om 
More extensive in its historical information 
but otherwise corresponding largely to The 
Mutual baseball almanac (Boox.ist 51:383, 
My 15 55), this first edition of a compilation 
to be published annually includes past records 
and current data on club rosters, ball parks, 
and playing, radio, and TV schedules for the 
major leagues, individual records, day-by- 
day high lights in baseball history, official 
rules, and notes on other aspects such as the 
minor leagues, scoring, and watching the 
game. 


796.357058 Baseball—Yearbooks (55-7189) 


Best sports stories, 1955 edition. Ed. by 
Irving T. Marsh and Edward Ehre. 1955. 
336p. illus. Dutton, $3.50. 


Fifty-three top newspaper and magazine 
stories selected from last year’s sports writing, 
plus 30 photographs, the usual lists of 1954 
champions in all sports, and brief notes on the 
writers. Emphasis is still on baseball and foot- 
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ball with various other professional and non- 
professional sports represented. 

796.0973 Sports—U.S. || Sports—Yearbooks || 
Sports stories (45-35124) (W) 


Betts, Victoria Bedford. Exploring papier- 
maché. 1955. 132p. illus. 1034 in. Davis 
Press, Inc., Printers Bldg., Worcester 8, 
Mass., $6. 


A comprehensive manual on papier-maché 
crafts for displays, toys, decorative objects, 
puppets, and theatrical props. Describes ma- 
terials and techniques in concise text and 
many photographs. Primarily for classroom 
use. 


745.54 Papier-maché 55-7962 


Brochmann, Odd. Good and bad taste. Tr. 
from the Norwegian by M. A. Michael. 
1955. 128p. illus. 10 in. Macmillan, $3.75. 


An introduction to the principles of good and 
bad taste as exemplified in the creation, selec- 
tion, and arrangement of such everyday things 
as furniture, jewelry, tools, and buildings. The 
Norwegian author, who illustrates his points 
with marginal drawings, believes that taste 
can be both measured and calculated. He car- 
ries out this conviction in discussions of form, 
style, utility, color, texture, quality, and light. 
Architects, industrial designers, interior dec- 
orators, and antique dealers should find this 
guide to the practical application of aesthetics 
particularly useful. 


+701 Aesthetics 55-14676 


Dalzell, James Ralph. Blueprint reading 
for home builders. 1955. 138p. illus. 12% 
in. McGraw-Hill, $5.50. 

Covers every important fact of reading and 
interpretation of blueprints used in building. 
Detailed working directions and illustrations 
are included and explanations are in simple 
but technically accurate terms. A book for 
home builders and do-it-yourself addicts. 


744.532 Architectural drawing || Blueprints 
54-9693 


Dehn, Adolf Arthur. Water color, gouache, 
and casein painting. 1955. 116p. illus. 10% 
in. Studio-Crowell, paper-covered boards 
with cloth backbone, $5.95. 


Description of the techniques and materials 
for using each of the three mediums. The 
material is well presented for the beginner by 
a skilled practitioner; five other artists add 
short descriptions of their methods. 

751.42 Water-color painting || Gouache painting | 
Casein painting 55-6747 (W) 


Pratten, John W. Portrait painting for be- 
ginners. 1955. 112p. illus. Watson-Guptill, 
paper-covered boards, $4.95. 

By demonstrating the various stages of por- 
trait painting, the author introduces the es- 
sentials of a step-by-step method of portrait- 
ure that he has successfully presented before 
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art classes for many years. He devotes much 
of his attention to the problem of mixing flesh 
tones that disturbs the beginner, explaining 
the three key palettes that will help him 
achieve satisfactory results. The final portraits 
of a man, woman, and child are shown in full 
color. A simple guide for the novice interested 
in the commercial aspect of portrait painting. 
+757 ~Portrait painting 55-14650 


Reinfeld, Fred. 1001 brilliant chess sacri- 
fices and combinations. 1955. 252p. illus. 
Sterling, $3.95. 


A handbook of chess diagrams illustrating 
1001 sacrifices and combinations that lead to a 
winning game. The author, an authority on 
chess, offers many different examples of tacti- 
cal themes beginning with pinning and ending 
with the weakened castle position. He pre- 
cedes the diagrams with analytical discus- 
sions, and provides solutions at the end of the 
book. For the advanced chess player, who has 
already achieved a fair degree of skill. 


4794.1 Chess 55-7430 


Shapiro, Nat and Hentoff, Nat, eds. Hear 
me talkin’ to ya; the story of jazz by the 
men who made it. 1955. 432p. Rinehart, $4. 
In place of the conventional footnoted history, 
the editors have produced an unusually lively 
and intimate story of the jazz world by allow- 


ing its habitués to speak for themselves. One 
hundred and fifty jazz artists contribute by 
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means of conversations, tape recordings, let- 
ters, scrapbooks, and articles unearthed from 
old newspaper and magazine files, and even 
from specialized foreign periodicals; the effect 
is as though a milling crowd of old friends 
were interrupting each other with eager rem- 
iniscences. An ingenious index obviates con- 
fusion. 


*785.42 780.973 Jazz music 55-5306 (W) 


Sweeney, John. Skin diving and exploring 
underwater. 1955. 176p. illus. McGraw- 
Hill, paper-covered boards, $3.50. 

A clear, step-by-step manual for beginning 
skin divers which combines the writer’s per- 
sonal underwater experiences with a brief 
introduction to man’s knowledge of the ocean 
world and direct instructions covering the use 
of sport-diving and spear-fishing equipment, 
safety precautions and rescue measures, and 
amateur skin-diving activities such as explor- 
ing, collecting, and photography. Simpler and 
more personal than the VanderKogel listed 
below, though not as comprehensive. Decom- 
pression and depth-pressure-time tables ap- 
pended. 

797.2 Diving, Submarine 55-6870 (W) 
VanderKogel, Albert and Lardner, Rex. 
Underwater sport. Line drawings by Paul 
Norris. Illus. with photos. 1955. 188p. illus. 
Holt, paper-covered boards with cloth 
backbone, $3.50. 


Practical instruction enriched by the back- 
ground knowledge of an enthusiast in a hand- 
book for both beginner and expert. Includes 
detailed information on self-contained under- 
water-breathing apparatus and other kinds 
of free-diving apparatus with directions for 
their use, explanations of the physiology of 
underwater swimming with danger precau- 
tions and rescue procedures, advice on special 
equipment and techniques for spear-fishing 
and underwater photography, descriptions of 
the oddities and perils of the sea, examples of 
various activities in which sport divers may 
engage, and suggestions for selecting diving 
areas. Books of interest to sport divers and 
stores carrying equipment are listed in the 
appendix. 


797.2 Diving, Submarine 55-7919 (W) 


800 LITERATURE 


Davenport, Basil. Inquiry into science 
fiction. 1955. 87p. Longmans, $2.50. 

An editor who has been addicted to scienc 
fiction since his twelfth year charts this 
strange realm of literature. He gives a brief 
account of the development of science fiction 
that indicates why it is so difficult to arrive 
at a formal definition, distinguishes between 
the various genre, such as space operas, mad 
scientist and bug-eyed monster stories, and 
scientific or speculative science fiction, and 
discusses the emotional impact and future of 
science fiction. Succinct and informative. 
808.3 Science fiction—Hist. & crit. 55-8306 (W) 
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Dostoevskii, Fedor Mikhailovich. Winter 
notes on summer impressions. [Tr. by 
Richard Lee Renfield.|. With a foreword 
by Saul Bellow. 1955. 152p. Criterion 
Books, 100 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 11, $2.75. 


Now translated for the first time into English, 
these are the travel impressions of Dostoevsky 
as he made his way through France and Eng- 
land during the summer of 1862. Dostoevsky 
was not a tourist in any sense of the word 
when he sent back these articles for a Russian 
review. He was a Slavophile, confirmed, after 
his travels, in his hatred of the French and 
English bourgeoisie, whom he excoriated for 
their provincialism, smugness, and worship of 
property. Bigoted and vitriolic, these polemics 
tell the reader much about traits that persist 
in the Russian mind, including an ambivalence 
toward the West, and pan-Slavism. 

*891.783 Europe—Descr. & trav.—1800-1918 55-7837 


Hayes, Joseph Arnold. The desperate 
hours, a play. 1955. 186p. illus. Random, 
paper-covered boards, $2.75. 

Like the novel of the same name on which it 
is based (Bookuist 50:278, Mr 15 54) this 
Broadway melodrama exploits to the full the 
suspense and terror of a situation taken from 
newspaper headlines. It deals with a suburban 
family kept as hostages in their own house by 
three escaped convicts who act like the ad- 
vance guard of an invading barbarian army. 
Since the play is confined to one set, it even 
improves upon the novel for concentration 
and intensity. 

812.5 55-9165 


Kerr, Walter. How not to write a play. 
1955. 244p. Simon & Schuster, paper-cov- 
ered boards with cloth backbone, $3.50. 


The drama critic of the New York Herald 
Tribune advances some reasons why lovers of 
the theater stay away from the Broadway 
playhouses in droves. The fault, he suggests, 
lies not in the stars nor the high costs of pro- 
duction, but in the playwrights, who continue 
to imitate the stale models of Ibsen, Chekhov, 
and Shaw. To woo back the playgoer, he con- 
tinues, the playwright should please the com- 
mon customer, as every great play from the 
Greeks onward has done. Whether or not he 
accepts these debatable propositions, the ap- 
prentice playwright will learn a great deal 
about the techniques of creating a living and 
exciting theater. 
808.2 Drama—Hist. & crit. || Authorship || Theater 
55-7756 (W) 


Peyre, Henri. The contemporary French 
novel. 1955. 363p. Oxford, $5. 

Equally at home in French and American cul- 
ture, the Sterling Professor of French at Yale 
comes handsomely equipped to write this dis- 
criminating and comprehensive survey of the 
French novel from 1925 to 1950. He displays 
his customary taste and erudition when esti- 
mating the achievements of the most signifi- 
cant novelists from Proust and Gide to Jean- 
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Paul Sartre. He is just as assured when inter- 
preting the influence of the existentialists or 
modern American novelists on French writers. 
The long critical appendix on younger French 
novelists and the bibliographical notes con- 
stitute indispensable reference aids for the 
student or general reader. Originally given at 
Bryn Mawr College in 1944 as the Mary Flex- 
ner lectures. 

843.9109 French fiction—20th cent.—Hist. & crit. 
55-7540 


Richter, Conrad. The mountain on the des- 
ert; a philosophical journey. 1955. 234p. 
Knopf, $3. 

Readers of Conrad Richter’s American histori- 
cal novels may be puzzled by this sometimes 
obscure elucidation of psycho-energics, the 
philosophy of energy supply and expenditure 
that, he says, underlies his works of fiction. 
Michael, a former scientist, came to New 
Mexico for his health and, working alone in 
the mountains as a rug weaver, pondered on 
the problems of energy release in children, 
adults, language, music, and neuroses. These 
reflections he passes on to five college students 
who become his disciples. Bearing a strong 
family resemblance to Christian Science, 
Theosophy, and some Eastern creeds, these 
dialogues will interest students of occult reli- 
gions more than readers of Richter’s novels. 
818.5 55-5617 (W) 


Wilson, Emma Parke. Under one roof. 
1955. 238p. illus. Wilfred Funk, $3.50. 


The youngest of a pleasantly lively family 
recalls growing up in western Kentucky dur- 
ing the early 1900’s. Interspersing affectionate 
portraits with anecdote and escapade, she in- 
troduces a spirited grandmother, a country- 
doctor grandfather, an _ elocution-teaching 
mother, an independent father, an ingeniously 
impish brother, and the inseparable mongrel 
companion, Grover Cleveland. A simple family 
picture with regional background, transfused 
with natural warmth and humor. 


7818.5 55-5483 (W) 


900 HISTORY 


Baldwin, Leland Dewitt. The adult’s 
American history; pragmatic democracy in 
action. 1955. 786p. illus. R. R. Smith Pub- 
lisher, Inc., Rindge, N. H., $8. 

A lucid condensation of U.S. history that is 
particularly concerned with searching out the 
trends and developments that reveal democ- 
racy in the U.S. as a process rather than a 
completed structure. As the author interprets 
the story, American history has not been a 
matter of trying to attain an ideal called 
democracy, but a matter of shaping an Ameri- 
can ethos, building a standard of living, and 
dealing with unprecedented problems, some of 
them world-wide, in the course of a quest for 
the maximum in hones dignity and freedom. 
973. U.S.—Hist. 55-14315 (W) 


Blair, Clay. Beyond courage. Foreword 
by Nathan F. Twining. 1955. 247p. illus. 
McKay, $3.50. 


Four stories of heroism and almost super- 
human endurance displayed by American 
airmen in the harrowing fight to survive and 
make their way back to U.N. troops after be- 
ing forced down behind enemy lines in Korea. 
Written from declassified Air Force reports 
and personal interviews and preceded by an 
introduction comparing Korean evasion and 
escape methods with those of the war in 
Europe, these accounts are distinguished from 
similar escape literature by the unusual cir- 
cumstances they describe and the strong 
spiritual atmosphere pervading them. 

951.9 Korean War, 1950-1953—Personal narratives 
|| Escapes 55-14587 (W) 


Chidsey, Donald Barr. Elizabeth I; a great 
life in brief. 1955. 198p. Knopf, $2.50. 


As a historical novelist, this biographer of the 
first Queen Elizabeth is more attracted by the 
surcharged excitement and color of the period 
than by drabber social, political, or economic 
trends. He rakes over the scandals and in- 
trigues whispered around a court which re- 
voived about a queen who, in his portrayal, 
was sometimes shrill, sometimes hearty, some- 
times hysterical, but always interesting. He 
perhaps dwells too long on the tense years 
leading up to Elizabeth’s coronation at the 
expense of her later career, including the 
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affair with Essex. One of the “Great lives in 
brief” series. 

942.055 Elizabeth, Queen of England 54-7216 (W) 
Dowdey, Clifford. The land they fought 
for; the story of the South as the Confed- 
eracy, 1832-1865. 1955. 438p. map. Double- 
day, $6. 

Like its predecessors in the “Mainstream of 
America series,” this volume reworks a well- 
worn subject, but presents it from an insider’s 
point of view and with personal interpreta- 
tions that give it freshness and vitality. A 
Southerner with several Civil War novels to 
his credit applies his narrative skill to a dis- 
cussion of the multiple factors that led to 
secession, and of the conduct of the war, 
praising or criticizing in the tone of a forth- 
right member of the family. 

973.7 U.S.—Hist——Civil War || Confederate States 
of America—Hist. 54-7321 (W) 


Herring, Hubert Clinton. A history of 
Latin America from the beginnings to the 
present. 1955. 796p. maps. Knopf, $6.50. 


“This book is designed to introduce the peo- 
ples of Latin America and to trace the course 
by which they have come to their present 
estate: their deep roots in Asia and Europe 
and Africa; their heritage of unreckoned In- 
dian centuries in America; their rule for three 
centuries by Spain, Portugal, France; their 
angry political break with Europe; their ex- 
cursions on the troubled seas of independent 
life.”—[p.1]. A thorough, eminently readable 
= history of the neighbor nations to the 
south. 


980 Spanish America—Hist. 55-6635 (W) 


Shirer, William Lawrence. The challenge 
of Scandinavia: Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, and Finland in our time. 1955. 437p. 
Little, $5. 


On his recent stay in Scandinavia the author 
discovered no utopias or beds of roses. Instead 
he found four welfare states that challenge 
other countries as models of democracy, 
though such social problems as divorce, in- 
sanity, illegitimacy, and broken homes still 
linger. Interviewing commoners and kings and 
consulting many documents, he learned a 
great deal about the geography, recent his- 
tory, politics, economy, and cultural life of 
Scandinavia, all of which he reports with his 
customary sobriety and detailed accuracy. 
More than the routine journalist’s report, the 
book is practically a compendium of reliable, 
up-to-date information on Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Finland. 

948 Scandinavia—Civilization || Finland—Civiliza- 
tion 55-7466 (W) 


Street, James Howell. James Street’s 
South. Ed. by James Street, Jr. 1955. 282p. 
Doubleday, $3.75. 

These loving but not purblind observations 
on the South were taken from the books and 
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magazine articles of a native who made his 
reputation by writing historical novels about 
the region. A few of the essays are impres- 
sionistic panoramas of Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Georgia, and Florida; others are 
hymns in prose to Southern cities. The author, 
who started out in life as a Baptist preacher, 
sometimes gets carried away by his own 
rhetoric. Nevertheless these pieces on lynch- 
ings and race riots as well as magnolias and 
moonlight make informative reading. First 
published in Saturday Evening Post and in 
Holiday magazine. 
975.004 Southern States 55-7652 (W) 
Wade, Mason. The French Canadians. 
1955. 1136p. illus., ports., maps. Macmil- 
lan, $7.50. 

This detailed study of the French Canadians 
is virtually a history of the province of Que- 
bec from 1760 to 1945. The book traces cultural 
developments as well as political and social 
history and is written with sympathetic un- 
derstanding of the French-speaking Cana- 
dians’ position and the reasons they have 
retained their identity as a group. 


971.4 French-Canadians Canada—Hist.—1763- 
55-1403 


Woolley, Six Charles Leonard. Excava- 
tions at Ur; a record of twelve years’ work. 
1955. 261p. illus, map, plans. Crowell, 
$5.50. 

The noted British archaeologist reports on the 
12 years of excavation which he directed in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s ruined capital of Ur. Such 
a wealth of archaeological material was un- 
earthed that the author confines his account 
to the actual business of excavation, describ- 
ing each step of the work and each building 
or object in such graphic and knowledgeable 
terms that the reader has no difficulty in 
imaginatively reconstructing the vanished 
Chaldean way of life. Repeats some of the 
material in the author’s seven-year report, 
Ur of the Chaldees (Boox ist 26:352, Je 30). 
*935 913.351 Ur 55-6939 


910 DESCRIPTION AND TRAVEL 


Kearns, William H. and Britton, Beverley. 
The Silent Continent. 1955. 237p. illus. 
Harper, paper-covered boards with cloth 
backbone, $3.50. 

A complete survey of the discovery and ex- 
ploration of Antarctica told through stories 
of the intrepid men who sought to find the 
mysterious polar continent and for 130 years 
have risked their lives to push back the 
frontiers of the unknown within its six mil- 
lion square miles of ice and snow. From Con- 
necticut whaler Nat Palmer’s actual discovery 
in 1820 to the U.S. Navy’s “Operation High- 
jump,” the authors reconstruct more than 30 
antarctic expeditions, including the sagas of 
Amundsen and Scott, Shackleton, Mawson, 
and Byrd in an impressive record of human 
courage, fortitude, and endurance. Includes 





bi 


91! 
Si 


oa 
Al 
of 
rr 
an 
we 
ch 
lic 
mi 
we 
its 
we 
vie 


cri 
ere 


acl 
plz 
fre 
917 


Ww 
th 
ice 
Fr 
o1 
en 
de 
me 
str 
de: 
the 
pe! 
rol 
tea 
to 

un 
ex] 
919 
pen 


Bi 
ins 
an 
col 
ill 
Th 
me 


rat 
anc 
Th 
ing 
anc 
Dic 
her 


Ca 
sto 








lis 
ut 


aS, 
re 
Or, 
er, 
vn 
h- 
nd 
rst 

in 


W) 


as. 
il- 


ins 
ie- 
ral 
ial 


la~- 
ve 


403 


a- 
rk. 
>] 1, 


the 
ich 


in- 
int 
ib- 
ing 
ble 


1ed 
the 
rt, 
)). 
93: 


ey. 
us. 
oth 


ex- 
ries 
the 
ars 
the 
nil- 
on- 
ery 
gh- 
| 30 


son, 
nan 
ides 





bibliographies and a chronology of antarctic 
exploration. 
919.9 Antarctic regions—Hist. 


Siegfried, André. America at mid-cen- 
tury. Tr. by Margaret Ledésert. 1955. 
357p. illus. Harcourt, $5.75. 


Almost three decades after his America comes 
of age (Booxkuist 23:425, Jl 27) an illustrious 
French professor of the social sciences takes 
another candid look at America’s role in the 
world today. After surveying the many 
changes that have taken place since the pub- 
lication of his earlier appraisal, he finds none 
more important than America’s shift from a 
welcoming nation to an exclusive nation in 
its immigration policy, from isolationism to 
world leadership in its foreign policy. In his 
view the center of Western civilization has 
moved from Europe to the U.S., where the 
critical spirit and contemplation that gave 
greatness to the European intellectual heritage 
have yielded place to American efficiency and 
activism. The author’s own rationality, critical 
play of mind, and humanistic approach stem 
from the tradition whose decline he regrets. 

917.3. U.S.—Civilization 55-7422 (W) 


55-6567 (W) 


Walton, Eric William Kevin. Two years in 
the Antarctic. 1955. 194p. illus. Philosoph- 
ical Library, $4.75. 


From diaries kept between 1946 and 1948 as 
a member of the Falkland Islands Depend- 
encies Survey in Graham Land, the writer 
depicts the organization and activities of a 
modern polar expedition. With British re- 
straint enlivened by personal enthusiasm, he 
describes the exhaustive planning, equipment, 
the base establishment at Marguerite Bay, 
personalities of expedition members and 
routines of daily living, the training of dog 
teams, and the short excursions preparatory 
to two long survey trips on the east coast. An 
unspectacular but worthy account of postwar 
exploration south of the Antarctic Circle. 

919.9 Palmer Peninsula || Falkland Islands. De- 
pendencies Scientific Bureau 55-14365 (W) 


920 OR B BIOGRAPHY 


Bingham, Millicent (Todd). Emily Dick- 
inson’s home; letters of Edward Dickinson 
and his family. With documentation and 
comment by [the author]. 1955. 600p. 
illus., ports., maps, facsims. Harper, $6.50. 
The many quoted letters from the various 
members of the Dickinson family are copious- 
ly documented by Mrs. Bingham so that a 
rather complete picture of Emily Dickinson’s 
ancestral and home background is filled in. 
The letters themselves give the reader a feel- 
ing of intimacy with the closely knit family 
and will be welcomed by readers of Emily 
Dickinson’s poems who are also curious about 
her seemingly enigmatic life. 

B_ Dickinson, Emily || Dickinson, Edward 55-6573 


Cannon, James, Bp. Bishop Cannon’s own 
story: Life as I have seen it. Ed. by Rich- 


ard L. Watson, Jr. 1955. 465p. port. Duke 
Univ. Press, Durham, N.C., $6.75. 

The generation that was most involved with 
World War I, prohibition, and the anti-Al 
Smith campaign may be interested in the 
apologia of a controversial figure of the 
period. Bishop Cannon’s unfinished autobiog- 
raphy, essentially a reply to his critics, ends 
with 1928; the editor’s introduction gives a 
résumé of Cannon’s further activities until 
his death in 1944. This extended homily in 
which the Bishop discourses at length on his 
motives and quotes liberally from his sup- 
porters, is in contrast to Dabney’s critical 
Dry messiah (Booxkuist 45:294, My 1 49). 

B Methodist Church—Clergy—Correspondence, 
reminiscences, etc. 55-6532 


Connell, Brian. Knight errant; a biog- 
raphy of Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 1955. 255p. 
illus. Doubleday, $4. 


A British journalist views his subject with 
restrained but evident admiration. The name 
and fame of Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. were both 
a liability and an asset to his only son, who 
is credited here with being the better actor, 
although still overshadowed by his father’s 
reputation. As his biographer represents him, 
Douglas Jr. is a romantic in a pedestrian 
world, an intelligent but scrappily educated 
man forced too early into the adult role, and 
a professional entertainer who reserves his 
serious efforts for altruistic causes. 

B_ Fairbanks, Douglas 55-5497 (W) 
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Duggan, Alfred Leo. Julius Caesar; a 
great life in brief. 1955. 205p. Knopf, $2.50. 
Written with a classical severity of style, 
this short biography of Julius Caesar balances 
the man’s strengths against his weaknesses 
in his multiple roles of statesman, soidier, 
writer, explorer, and engineer. Unlike Plu- 
tarch, the biographer views Caesar as a Ro- 
man, not as a Greek masquerading in a toga. 
He regards the dictator as a many-sided 
genius, whose tragic flaws were his pride of 
intellect and his contempt for his fellow 
men. Thoroughly grounded in Roman con- 
stitutional history, the biographer sometimes 
digresses to moralize in favor of decen- 
tralized government. Another entry in the 
“Great lives in brief” series. 


B Caesar, C. Julius 54-7217 (W) 


Russian books 


Compiled by Cretta UDELL, Foreign Lan- 
guage Assistant, Chicago (Illinois) Public 
Library. 

This list of recent books in the Russian 
language was compiled under the sponsor- 
ship of the Foreign Book Selection Committee 
of the Public Libraries Division, American 
Library Association. The committee chairman 
is Richard Malone, Detroit (Michigan) Pub- 
lic Library. 


ALDANov, Mark, pseud. of MarK ALEKSANDRO- 
vicH Lanpav. Ul’mskaia noch’. (Night at 
Ulm). 1954. 352p. $2.75. 

In dialogue form this book offers a metaphysical 
analysis of cultural and political problems. 


BouriscHKINE, Paut. Moskva kupecheskaia. 
(The merchant’s Moscow). 1954. 350p. $3. 
Memoirs of a noted representative of Moscow’s 
business circles, revealing the history of the mer- 
chant class in Russia, especially in pre-Soviet Mos- 
cow. Contains also an analysis of the influence of 
characters from the merchant class on Russian 
literature. 


Bunin, Ivan ALEKSEEVICH. Petlistye ushi, i 
drugie rasskazy. (The knotted ears, and other 
stories). 1954. 383p. 

Collection of short stories, compiled by the Nobel 
prize winner shortly before his death. 


DaNILEvsKil, GREGORII PetrovicH. Sozhennaia 
Moskva. (Moscow in flames). 1954. 360p. 
$2.50. 


Historical novel of Napoleon’s defeat in Moscow in 
1812. 


Kurvev, Nrxotal. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii. 
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1954. 2v 


(Complete collection of works). 
each, $3. 

The author, a brilliant poet, fell out of favor with 
the Soviets and died in a concentration camp. This 
collection of his works contains biographical ma- 
terial and a bibliography edited by Boris Filipov. 


LeonT’Ev, Konstan7in NIKoLaevicuH. Egipetskii 
golub’. (The Egyptian dove). Ditia dushi 
(The child of the heart). 1954. 412p. $3. 
Reprint of two novelettes reflecting the author’s ex- 
periences in the Orient while holding a diplomatic 
post. 


MAKLAKOV, VASILII ALEKSIEEVICH. Iz vospom- 
inanii. (From recollections). 1954. 416p. $3 
A book of great interest in which the author dis- 
cusses the historical development of the period 
between the epoch of reforms in Russia and the 
Revolution of 1917. He also analyzes the conflict 
between democracy and totalitarianism. 


Zhelezom i 
1954. 396p. 


MorpovtsEv, Dani LUKICH. 
krov’iu. (With iron and blood). 


Historical novel first published in 1896. Background 
of the story is the conquest of the Caucasus by the 
Russians in the 1820's. 


VLADIMIR VLADIMIROVICH. Drugie 
(Conclusive evidence). 1954. 268p. 


NABOKOV, 
berega. 
$2.25. 

A group of delightful autobiographical sketches 
which re-create the life of Imperial Russia. The 
author also wrote under the pen name of Sirin. 


OpoEvtsEvA, IrtINA. Ostav’-nadezhdu navsegda. 
(Leave hope forever). 1954. 384p. $2.75. 
Psychological novel about youth in the clutches of 
totalitarianism in the early years of the Soviet 
regime in Russia. 


ScHMEMAN, ALEXANDER. Istoricheskii put’ pra- 
voslaviia. (The historical road of the East- 
ern Orthodoxy). 1954. 416p. $2.75. 
A history of the Eastern Orthodox Church from 
the beginning of Christianity to the present; writ- 
ten from a philosophical point of view. 


SHMELEV, Ivan SERGEEVICH. Niania iz Moskvy. 
(The Moscow nurse maid). 1949. Paris, 
La Renaissance, $3 

Reprint of a charming story in which a nursemaid 
relates her experiences during the Revolution in 
Russia and as a refugee abroad. 


SurcucHev, Iu’1ra Dorrrievicu. Rotonda. (La 
— 1952. 292p. Paris, La Renaissance, 
00. 


Novel picturing life among artist and musician 
emigres from Russia in Paris and Amsterdam. 


TSVETAEVA, MarINnA. Proza. 1954. 


416p. 

Selections of an author who combines poetic charm 
with great temperamental vitality in her style of 
writing. 


(Prose). 


Terri, N. A., pseud. Zemnaia raduga. (The 
earthly rainbow). 1952. 280p. $2. 

Humorous, entertaining sketches and short stories 
about life among emigres abroad. 
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VisHNIAK, MarK VENIAMINOVICH. Dan’ prosh- 
lomy. (Due the past). 1954. 409p. $3. 

The memoirs of a noted attorney and publicist; 
they deal with the reforms in Russia from the end 
of the nineteenth century to the dissolution of the 
Constituent Assembly. The author left Russia in 
1917. 

ZarTsEV, Borts KoNnstTanTINovicu. Chekhov. 
1954. 260p. $2.50. 

An authentic literary biography of Chekhov. The 
author, an outstanding representative of realistic 
impressionism before the Revolution, is known for 
his novels, poetry, and biographies. 


Translations 


CRANE, STEPHEN. Alyi shevron muzhestva. 
(The red badge of courage). 1954. 224p. $1.75. 


Pace, ELISABETH. Utro svobody. (The tree 
of liberty). 1954. 2v. each, $2.75. 

Pupin, MicHae.t Ipvorsky. Ot immigranta k 
izobretateliu. (From immigrant to inventor). 
1954. 416p. $3. 


RIcHTER, ConrAD. Debri; roman. (The trees). 
1954. 264p. $2.25. 


Dealer 


All of the books, unless otherwise noted, are 
published in the U.S. by Chekhov Publishing 
House. All the books on this list can be 
bought from Chekhov Publishing House, 387 
Fourth Ave., N.Y. 16. 


Suggested for the 
small library 


Baldwin. The adult’s American history. 447. 
Blair. Beyond courage. 447. ; 
Davenport. Inquiry into science fiction. 446. 
Duggan. Julius Caesar. 450. 
Hano. A day in the bleachers. 441. 
Herring. A history of Latin America. 448. 
Irwin. As I saw it. 443. 
Kerr. How not to write a play. 446. 
Ley. Salamanders and other wonders. 441. 
McKee. The people act. 443. 
Pasley. 21 stayed. 444. 
Shirer. The challenge of Scandinavia. 448. 
VanderKogel. Underwater sport. 4 
Wilson, E. P. Under one roof. 447. 
Wilson, Sloan. The man in the gray flannel 
suit. 442. (fiction) 
Children’s books 
Fincher. The President of the United States, 
453. 
Mason. Miss Posy Longlegs. 455. 
Sterling. The story of mosses, ferns and 
mushrooms. 455. 





| Fiction 


Coleman, William Laurence. Ship’s com- 
pany, by Lonnie Coleman. 1955. 223p. Lit- 
tle, paper-covered boards, $3.50. 

Combat remains in the background in this 
collection of short stories about the Amer- 
icans who served on the Nellie Crocker, a 
ship that plied the Mediterranean during 
World War II. The drama arises out of the 
interplay between men who have been thrown 
together by the chances of war, between men 
who knuckled down to discipline and men 
who broke under it, between those who re- 
mained democrats as officers and those who 
abused their rank. Melodramatic and tearful, 
but always entertaining. 


World War, 1939-1945—Fiction 55-7475 (W) 


Gironella, José Maria. The cypresses be- 
lieve in God. Tr. from the Spanish by 
Harriet de Onis. 2v. 1955. 1010p. (paged 
continuously) Knopf, 2v. boxed, $10. 


The first two volumes of a long work on the 
Spanish Civil War review political and so- 
cial developments from April, 1931, through 
July, 1936, largely the events preceding the 
war, as they affect and are interpreted by 
the citizens of Gerona. Interest focuses on 
the family of Matias Alvear, a telegrapher, 
and a group of individuals representative 
of the confusion of parties and factions— 
priests, army officers, Freemasons, Commu- 
nists, Socialists, Anarchists, and Falangists. 
The Alvears to some extent become real per- 
sons but other characters for the most part 
are embodiments of groups. The situation is 
presented with impressive objectivity and the 
author conveys remarkably well the temper 
of Spain in this period; the book may, how- 
ever, be of most interest to readers with 
some knowledge of the events covered. 
Spain—Hist.—Civil War, 1936-1939—Fiction 
54-7195 (W) 


Groseclose, Elgin Earl. The Carmelite, a 
novel. 1955. 289p. Macmillan, $3.75. 


A fictionalized account of the Carmelite mis- 
sion to Persia in the early seventeenth cen- 
tury. The central figures are Fray Juan, the 
only one of five sent by Pope Clement to 
reach and stay in Persia, and Shamala, niece 
and favorite of the Shah, reconverted to the 
Christianity to which as a Circassian prin- 
cess she was born. In this version Shamala 
is shown to have retained a personal interest 
in Fray Juan in spite of her religious devout- 
ness and her marriage to Sir Robert Sherley, 
English counselor of the Shah. The descrip- 
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tions of the cruel but sensitive Shah and the 
Persian court add color to the story. 
55-14640 (W) 


Lamming, George. The emigrants. 1955. 
282p. illus. McGraw-Hill, paper-covered 
boards, $3.75. 


A poetically written novel about the emigra- 
tion of a group of West Indian Negroes to 
London in search of a better life. England, 
as one of them remarked, had always seemed 
a part of their inheritance, but once they 
had arrived, it seemed strangely out of reach. 
Lost and confused, they drifted into vice 
and crime, or stagnated in their feelings of 
despair and futility. A sensitive study of 
culture conflict, impaired by bewildering 
shifts in points of view and a medley of 
literary techniques. Limited appeal. 

55-7281 (W) 


Land, Myrick. Search the dark woods. 
1955. 282p. Funk, $3.50. 


Leo Durgan had had considerable success as 
a tracer of missing persons, possibly because 
he had developed a bystander’s habit of iden- 
tifying himself with strangers, and could 
anticipate his quarry’s reasoning. When he 
received an assignment to trace absconding 
Fred Evans, Leo felt a more than ordinary 
sense of involvement, especially after he had 
seen Fred’s home town and the girl Anna Lee, 
and realized that Fred was running away, as 
Leo’s brother had once done, because ad- 
miring friends expected too much of him. A 
quiet, understated psychological novel. 
55-7588 (W) 


Teilhet, Darwin Le Ora. The lion’s skin. 
1955. 346p. illus. Sloane, $3.95. 

In 1855 William Walker, a California soldier 
of fortune, led a small expeditionary force 
of Americans into Nicaragua. The revolution- 
ary Liberales, who had invited him, thought 
Walker was a second Lafayette, the American 
adventurers enlisted under him believed that 
they were an advance guard for an annexa- 
tion force, and only a handful knew that 
Walker’s real purpose was akin to Aaron 
Burr’s. This unfamiliar episode that ended 
in defeat is the solid meat of a vigorous novel, 
garnished with a romance between one of 
Walker’s captains and a Nicaraguan heiress. 
Nicaragua—Hist.—Filibuster War, 1855-1860—Fic- 
tion 55-7107 (W) 


Viertel, Joseph. The last temptation. 1955. 
437p. Simon & Schuster, paper-covered 
boards with cloth backbone, $3.95. 

Born into a pleasant and prosperous world, 
Vice and Debbie Marmorek were not equipped 
to resist Hitler’s coming, first to Vienna and 
then to Prague. They chose flight from one 
uncertain refuge to another, purchasing sur- 
vival by bootlicking, deception, and any 
means short of violence. After the war they 
were once more beginning an ordered exist- 
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ence in Jerusalem, when Vic was arbitrarily 
executed for treason. Determined this once 
to stand and fight, Debbie forced a review thet 
exonerated Vic, and in so doing experienced 
a transformation from child-wife to mature 
woman. 

54-9799 (W) 


Wilson, Sloan. The man in the gray flannel 
suit. 1955. 304p. Simon & Schuster, pa- 
= boards with cloth backbone, 
3.50. 


See note on p.442. 
54-9811 (W) 


Books for 
young people 


Best sports stories, 1955 edition. 
See note on p.444. 


Bridgeman, William and Hazard, Jacque- 
line. The lonely sky. Holt, $3.95. 
For note see Booxk.istT 51:420, Je 15 55. 


Brown, Christy. My left foot. Simon & 
Schuster, $3. 


An account in which the young writer, se- 
verely crippled by cerebral palsy, balances the 
struggle to overcome his handicap with the 
pleasurable experiences of growing up in a 
large Dublin family. See also note in Boox- 
List 51:380, My 15 55. 


Brown, Reginald Allen. Castles. 
See note on p.454. 


Caudill, Rebecca. Susan Cornish. Draw- 
ings by E. Harper Johnson. 1955. 286p. 
illus. Viking, $2.75. 5 
In a serious and purposeful novel, the author 
portrays an idealistic young woman’s first 
teaching experience in a_ poverty-ridden 
Southern sharecropping region exploited by 
absentee ownership. Although her efforts to 
help effect a reclamation of both the sup- 
pressed and devitalized human spirit and the 
depleted soil are commendable, her success 
in changing the community is unrealistically 
accomplished. Undeniably thought-provoking 
but probably too slow-moving and didactic 
for many readers. 

55-1558 (W) 


Emery, Russell Guy. Hyland of the Hawks. 
1955. 208p. Macrae, $2.50. 

Unjustly sent back to the minor leagues early 
in his second season with the Hawks, likable 
Johnny Hyland of Relief pitcher (BooKList 
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50:16, S 1 53) develops unexpected talents 
as a catcher and returns to straighten out 
his former pitching rival from behind the 
plate in time for the Hawks to win the pen- 
nant again. Average baseball for younger 
boys, weakened less by spectacular games 
than by the hero’s somewhat incredible ver- 
satility as a big league player. 

55-6449 (W) 


Fincher, Ernest Barksdale. The President 
of the United States. 1955. 192p. illus. 
Abelard-Schuman, $3.50. 


The highest executive office in the U.S. pre- 
sented by a social studies professor in terms 
of the men who have filled it. Presidential 
qualifications, the selection and nomination 
of candidates, the presidential campaign and 
election, the duties, privileges, and powers 
of the President, his official assistants and 
advisors, and other factual aspects are dra- 
matically illustrated by instances and epi- 
sodes from history. This is a vigorous, in- 
formative, and highly readable study of 
American Presidents as well as of the Presi- 
dency. Excellent supplementary material for 
social science classes and good general read- 
ing. 


353.03 Presidents—U.S. 55-5090 (W) 


Goldman, Irving and Goldman, Hannah. 
First men. Illus. by John Bradford. 1955. 
180p. illus. Abelard-Schuman, $3. 


The large and complex subject of cultural 
anthropology is competently condensed and 
simplified in this story of human beginnings. 
After an introductory chapter explaining the 
theory of evolution and describing scientific 
discoveries relative to the evolution of man, 
the authors picture the characteristics, every- 
day life, and culture of ape man and early 
man, diversification and the growth of society, 
the building of cities, and finally the estab- 
lishment of human beings, including the 
primitive tribes of today, in all parts of the 
world. Informal, often humorous, and stim- 
ulating reading for junior and senior high 
school students. 


573.3. Man, Prehistoric 55-5068 (W) 


Hall, Marjory. A picnic for Judy. Decora- 
tions by Mary Stevens. 1955. 274p. illus. 
Funk & Wagnalls, paper-covered boards 
with cloth backbone, $2.75. 


When her father unexpectedly leaves his job 
in Springvale to help run a resort in Maine, 
Judy Wilson resentfully regards the change 
as the end of her personal world. Red Rock 
House, however, turns out to be rather ex- 
citing; and as Judy gets acquainted with 
other young people, especially Joel and Greg, 
and becomes interested in the lives of the 
summer guests, she loses her self-pity and 
gradually learns to accept new responsibil- 
ities and recognize new values. An average 
story, with a disappointingly trite conclusion, 
which nonetheless shows the operation of a 
small summer hotel and has an inviting Maine 


atmosphere. For younger girls. 
55-5075 (W) 


Kearns, William H. and Britton, Beverley. 
The Silent Continent. 

This one-volume record of antarctic explora- 
tion begins a little slowly but becomes grip- 
ping. Further, it clarifies the conflicting 
claims and points up the potential signifi- 
cance of the continent. See also note on p.448. 


Koenig, Oskar. Pori tupu. McGraw-Hill, 
$3.75. 


An above average addition to the literature 
of big game hunting, recommended for older 
boys. See also note in Booxuist 51:383, My 
15 55. 


Sprague, Rosemary. Heroes of the white 
shield. 
See note on p.455. 


Verrill, Alpheus Hyatt. Strange creatures 
of the sea; illus. by the author. 1955. 233p. 
illus. L. C. Page, $3.75. 


Unusual and little-known marine animals 
such as sea worms and the Portuguese man- 
of-war, together with the often peculiar lives 
and habits of more familiar forms of ocean 
life such as sponges, lobsters, and crabs, are 
described in nontechnical terms and informal 
style, with emphasis upon the infinite number 
and variety of the sea’s strange creatures. 
An addition to the author’s “Strange stories 
from nature series” corresponding to his many 
earlier popularizations in the field of natural 
history. Senior high school. 

591.92 Marine fauna |! Animals, Habits and be- 
havior of 55-14585 (W) 


Waldman, Frank. The challenger. 1955. 


189p. World, $2.50. 


The challenger is Joe Scott, a clean-cut blond 
young boxer with lightning speed but no 
real knockout power. The challenged is world 
heavyweight champion Max Lussi, a brutish 
giant whose savage massacre of former op- 
ponents is revenged when Scott reaches his 
goal—the final hand-breaking title bout which 
proves the true measure of both fighters. A 
fast boxing story, weak in motivation and 
characterization but giving a terse hard- 
bitten picture of the ring. For older boys. 
55-5285 (W) 


Wilson, Emma Parke. Under one roof. 
See note on p.447. 

Wilson, William Edward. The raiders. 
Rinehart, $3. 

An unusually compelling historical novel, 
based upon a Civil War episode, which incor- 
porates fine father-son relationships. Ma- 
ture in concept but recommended for older 
boys. See also note in Booxuist 51:429, Je 
15 55. 
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Children’s books 


Best, Allena (Champlin). Green door to 
the sea, written and illus. by Erick Berry 
[pseud.]. 1955. 192p. illus. Viking, $2.75. 


Sixteen-year-old Letty Mitchell is recover- 
ing from polio in Jamaica where her family 
has taken her for the winter for the sunshine 
and swimming. Dependent and self-centered, 
Letty makes her first big step when she re- 
leases her nurse; confidence and health re- 
turn when, becoming interested and involved 
in the activities of those around her, she be- 
gins to swim and to study and sketch fish and 
ends up diving in homemade diving equip- 
ment and painting under water. Some of the 
characterization seems a bit overdrawn but 
the story is sprightly and refreshing in scene 
= in its treatment of a disability. Grades 
Diving, Submarine—Stories || Poliomyelitis—Stories 

55-1379 (W) 


Bothwell, Jean and Sowers, Phyllis. Ranch 
of a Thousand Horns. Illus. by Margaret 
Ayer. 1955. 152p. illus. Abelard-Schu- 
man, $2.50. 

The life and customs of the Spanish ranchers 
of Alta California in 1835 are clearly pic- 
tured in the story of Felipe del Mar whose 
family operates the Ranch of a Thousand 
Horns on land received from the king of 
Spain in 1774. While this lacks the robust- 
ness of most ranch stories, the details of fam- 
ily life, the eventful 120-mile annual shopping 
journey to Monterey, the loss and recovery 
of the original land grant parchment, and 
other incidents will hold the reader’s in- 
terest throughout the rather slow, quiet story. 
Grades 5-8. 
California—Stories 


Brown, Reginald Allen. Castles. Illus. by 
John Mansbridge. 1955. 80p. illus. Mac- 
millan, paper-covered boards, $1.50. 
An English book which gives a brief account 
of the architectural development of the Eng- 
lish castle from Norman times to its decline 
five centuries later and relates it to the 
medieval society which built, maintained, and 
used it. Solid text; excellent detailed draw- 
ings and photographs; insubstantial binding. 
A fascinating book for browsing as well as 
a useful one for reference, but probably too 
specialized for small and medium-sized li- 
braries. Junior and senior high school. 
723 Castles || Middle Ages ||Architecture 
55-14678 (W) 


55-5375 (W) 


Capron, Louis. White moccasins. Illus. by 
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Douglas Gorsline. 1955. 248p. illus. Holt, 
$2.75. 

In 1834, thirteen-year-old orphaned Jim 
Brady ran away from Philadelphia to search 
for his uncle, a backwoods hunter somewhere 
in Florida. This is the story of his adventures 
along the way, his experiences in the wilds 
with his frontiersman uncle, the beginning of 
the Seminole War, and Jim’s finding of his 
grandfather, a traveling actor. Because Jim’s 
difficulties are in each case easily resolved 
and the outcome of the story predictable, this 
is not a breathtaking adventure tale but it is 
fast moving and agreeable to read. Grades 


Florida—Stories || Seminole War, 2d—Stories 
55-5888 (W) 


Emery, Russell Guy. Hyland of the Hawks. 
See note on p.452. 


Fincher, Ernest Barksdale. The President 
of the United States. 
See note on p.453. 


Goldman, Irving and Goldman, Hannah. 
First men; the story of human beginnings. 
See note on p.453. 


Hall, Marjory. A picnic for Judy. 
See note on p.453. 


Hayward, Arthur Lawrence. Explorers 
and their discoveries. Abelard-Schuman, 


For note see Booxuist 51:434, Je 15 55. 


Holden, Raymond Peckham. Famous 
scientific expeditions. Illus. by Lee Ames. 
1955. 143p. illus. Random, $2.75. 

Accurate and readable accounts of five sci- 
entific explorations: the first descent of the 
Beebe-Barton bathysphere, the conquest of 
Mt. McKinley, the discovery of the tomb of 
Tut-Ankh-Amen, the discovery of prehistoric 
animals on Komodo Island by the Burden 
Expedition, and Stefansson’s Canadian Arctic 
Expedition of 1913-1918. Based on the scien- 
tists’ own accounts. Of popular appeal but 
also of some reference value. Grades 6-8. 
508.3 Scientific expeditions 55-5831 (W) 


Hurd, Edith (Thacher) and Hurd, Clem- 
ent. The cat from Telegraph Hill. 1955. 
unpaged. illus. 9% in. Lothrop, paper- 
covered boards, $2. 

An artist’s cat of Telegraph Hill, who con- 
siders herself a rough little, tough little cat, 
slips out one night to see the sights painted 
by the artist and has some unlooked-for ad- 
ventures before returning home, the object 
of a chase, the next morning. Adds little to 
existing cat adventure stories but has some 
very nice scenes of San Francisco and will 
serve as a pleasant extra picture book. Ages 


3-7. 
54-10297 (W) 
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Jones, Gwyn. Welsh legends and folk- 
iales, retold. Illus. by Joan Kiddell-Mon- 
roe. 1955. 230p. illus. Oxford, $3. 


Despite the difficult names, the vigorous, 
flavorsome tales in this fourth volume in an 
English series of myths and legends of many 
lands provide enjoyable reading for older 
children as well as valuable source material 
for storytellers and students of folklore. 
There is a key to pronunciation at the end of 
the book. Attractive illustrations and format. 
Grades 6-8. 
398.2 Legends—Wales || Folk-lore—Wales 
55-14560 (W) 


Mason, Miriam Evangeline. Miss Posy 
Longlegs, a story; with pictures by Maud 
& Miska Petersham. 1955. 54p. illus. Mac- 
millan, $2. 


Some calves jump to get places but Miss Posy 
Longlegs jumped for the sheer pleasure of 
jumping. An engaging story for beginning 
readers tells of the antics of the jumping calf 
who was the shame of her mother Susannah, 
the despair of the farmer, and the delight of 
Danny and Sara who taught her to come to 
the sound of a tin pan being beaten. Miss 
Posy was restored to grace when, by her 
jumping, she routed a band of marauding 
Indians. Ages 4-8. 

55-14473 (W) 


Moncure, Jane Belk. Pinny’s day at play 
school. Photos. by Morris H. Jaffe. 1955. 
unpaged. illus. 11% in. Lothrop, paper- 
covered boards, $1.50. 
A little girl’s day at play school is re- 
corded in attractive, more or less unposed 
photographs and a line or two of text to the 
page. Not an essential book but one which 
will appeal to children of the same age as 
Pinny and help prepare the uninitiated for 
the experience of attending play school. Ages 
2-4, 

55-7028 (W) 


Selsam, Millicent (Ellis). How the animals 
eat. With illus. by Helen Ludwig. 1955. 
91p. illus. W. R. Scott, $2.50. 


What animals of the sea, air, and land eat 
and the special equipment with which each 
is provided to obtain and consume the par- 
ticular food it requires are described in in- 
formal text and rather commonplace illustra- 
tions. Emphasizes the interdependency of all 


living things. Interesting and useful. Ages 
8-11. 
591.53 Animals, Habits and behavior of 

54-6794 (W) 


Sprague, Rosemary. Heroes of the white 
shield. Illus. by Eleanor Curtis. 1955. 192p. 
illus. Oxford, $3. 

In 995 Olav Trygvison returned to Norway 
to claim his crown, fifteen-year-old Einar 
Tambarskalvar’s father was murdered because 
he was a Christian and supported the king, 


and Einar joined King Olav’s company swear- 
ing vengeance on his father’s murderer, the 
brother of the girl he loved. Years of strife, 
intrigue, and violence followed as Olav strove 
for a united and Christian Norway, and Einar, 
torn between conflicting loyalties, at last be- 
came a Christian in faith as well as by bap- 
tism and was able to set aside the ancient 
vow of vengeance and to find happiness. Fol- 
lows A kingdom to win (Booxtist 49:310, My 
15 53) and is equally vivid and stirring; 
should appeal to girls as well as boys. Grades 
7-10. 

Norway—Stories || Olav I Tryggvason, King of 
Norway—Stories 55-8576 (W) 


Sterling, Dorothy. The story of mosses, 
ferns and mushrooms. Photos. by Myron 
Ehrenberg. 1955. 159p. illus. Doubleday, 
paper-covered boards, $2.75. 


The author of Trees and their story (BooKLIST 
49:346, Je 15 53) explores with the young 
naturalist the world of flowerless plants, the 
living fossils—liverworts, mosses and lichens, 
mushrooms, horsetails, and ferns. She 
describes the characteristics of the various 
species, how and where they grow and how 
they reproduce. Excellent photographs com- 
plete the identification. Grades 5-8. 

586 Mosses || Ferns || Mushrooms 55-7012 (W) 


Temple, William F. The Prentice-Hall 
book about space travel. Illus. by Henry 
Billings. 1955. 142p. illus. Prentice-Hall, 
$2.75. 
An informative and entertaining book pre- 
senting scientific facts and up-to-date theories 
of space travel and possibilities of future de- 
velopments. In companionable style and 
sometimes humorous vein, an English writer 
on interplanetary flight discusses the his- 
tory, design, and operation of rockets, space 
ships, space stations, planets and the pos- 
sibility of life on them, flying saucers, space 
suits, the atomic space ship, communication 
with planet inhabitants, and _ interstellar 
space. Better reading than many science fic- 
tion stories. Published in England in 1954 
under the title: True book about space travel. 
Junior and senior high school. 
629.14353 Space travel 55-7253 (W) 
Voegeli, Max. The wonderful lamp. [Tr. 
by E. M. Prince; illus. by Felix Hoff- 
mann.]. 1955. 228p. illus. Oxford, $2.75 
A remarkable re-creation of the Bagdad of 
the Arabian nights, with all its color and 
romance, in the skillfully woven story of Ali, 
beggar and fleet-footed thief, who sets out 
to find Aladdin’s lamp. Ali’s search for the 
magic lamp leads to fantastic and dangerous 
adventures with Sinbad the sailor and to the 
knowledge that only the true and loyal will 
ever find a miracle, and results in the dis- 
covery that the beggar-boy is really Ahmad, 
Prince of Hindustan. First published in Ger- 
many. Grades 5-8. 

55-14487 (W) 
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